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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (New) In a system that includes a plurality of applications that perform different 
portions of a business process and that each represent data of the business process using a 
different identifier, a method for correlating the data of an instance of the business process 
generated by the applications, the method being performed by a processor in the system, the 
method comprising: 

subsequent to a first application performing a portion of the business process, receiving 
first data from the first application that was generated during the performance of the business 
process, the first data being represented with a first identifier; 

creating a record in an instance data table that stores the first identifier and the first data 
in fields of the record, the record including additional fields for data to be subsequently received, 
wherein the first identifier is stored in the record such that data entered into the additional fields 
is represented by the first identifier; 

subsequent to the first application completing its portion of the business process, 
receiving a correlation event that includes the first identifier and a second identifier, the second 
identifier corresponding to a second application that performs a subsequent portion of the 
business process such that the second application represents data generated during the 
performance of the subsequent portion of the business process using the second identifier, the 
first identifier being different from the second identifier; 

creating a record in a continuation data table that stores the first identifier in conjunction 
with the second identifier; 

subsequent to the second application performing the subsequent portion of the business 
process, receiving second data from the second application that was generated during the 
performance of the business process, the second data being represented with the second 
identifier; 
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accessing the record in the continuation data table to determine that the second data 
represented by the second identifier corresponds with the first data stored in the record of the 
instance data table and represented by the first identifier; 

storing the second data in the additional fields of the record in the instance data table such 
that the second data is also represented by the first identifier; 

subsequent to the second application completing its portion of the business process, 
receiving a correlation event that includes the second identifier and a third identifier, the third 
identifier corresponding to a third application that performs a subsequent portion of the business 
process such that the third application represents data generated during the performance of the 
subsequent portion of the business process using the third identifier, the third identifier being 
different than the first and second identifiers; 

searching the continuation data table for a record that includes the second identifier; 

determining based on the record stored in the continuation data table that the second 
identifier is correlated with the first identifier; 

creating a new record in the continuation data table that correlates the first identifier with 
the third identifier; 

subsequent to the third application performing the subsequent portion of the business 
process, receiving third data from the third application that was generated during the 
performance of the business process, the third data being represented with the third identifier; 

accessing the record in the continuation table that stores the first and third identifiers to 
determine that the third data represented by the third identifier corresponds with the first data 
stored in the record of the instance data table and represented by the first identifier; and 

storing the third data in the additional fields of the record in the instance data table such 
that the third data is also represented by the first identifier. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31 further comprising upon creating the new record, 
deleting the record that stores the first and second identifiers from the continuation data table. 

33. (New) The method of claim 31 wherein the first application receives the second 
identifier from the second application and the second application receives the third identifier 
from the third application, but no other communications occur between the applications. 
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34. (New) A non-transient computer readable storage medium that stores computer 
executable instructions which when executed by a processor perform the method of any of 
claims 31-33. 
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35. (New) In a system that includes a plurality of applications that perform different 
portions of a business process and that each represent data of the business process using a 
different identifier, a method for correlating the data of an instance of the business process 
generated by the applications, the method being performed by a processor in the system, the 
method comprising: 

subsequent to an application performing a portion of the business process, receiving data 
from the application that was generated during the performance of the business process, the data 
being represented with an identifier; 

searching a continuation data table, that stores correlated identifiers, for a record that 
includes the identifier such that: 

upon locating a record that includes the identifier, a correlating identifier is 

retrieved from the record and used to locate a record in an instance data table that 

includes data represented by the correlating identifier, and upon locating the record in the 

instance data table, the data represented by the identifier is inserted into the record in the 

instance data table; and 

upon failing to locate a record that includes the identifier, a new record is added to 

the instance data table that includes the data and the identifier; 

subsequent to the application completing its portion of the business process, receiving a 
correlation event that includes the identifier and a subsequent identifier, the subsequent identifier 
corresponding to a subsequent application that performs a subsequent portion of the business 
process such that the subsequent application represents data generated during the performance of 
the subsequent portion of the business process using the subsequent identifier, the identifier 
being different from the subsequent identifier; and 

searching the continuation data table for a record that includes the identifier in 
conjunction with a different identifier such that: 

upon locating a record that includes the identifier, a new record is added to the 

continuation data table that correlates the different identifier with the subsequent 

identifier; and 

upon failing to locate a record that includes the identifier, a new record is added to 
the continuation data table that correlates the identifier with the subsequent identifier. 
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36. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein the different identifier corresponds with a 
first application, the identifier corresponds with a second application, and the subsequent 
identifier corresponds with a third application, wherein the first application performs a beginning 
portion of the business process, the second application performs an intermediate portion of the 
business process, and the third application performs an ending portion of the business process. 

37. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein the record in the instance data field 
further includes a first field for indicating whether the data in the record is visible to outside 
entities, and a second field for indicating whether the application corresponding to the identifier 
included in the record has completed its portion of the business process. 

38. (New) The method of claim 37 wherein the first field being set indicates that the 
record stores data from an application that performs a portion of the business process that is 
performed after a preceding portion for which no data has been received. 

39. (New) The method of claim 37 wherein if the first field is set, the data of the 
record will not be returned in response to a query that matches the data. 

40. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein the portion of the business process 
performed by the application includes multiple actions that each generate data, and wherein the 
generated data from all the actions are received in a batch that is pre-sorted by the application. 

41. (New) A non-transient computer readable storage medium that stores computer 
executable instructions which when executed by a processor perform the method of any of 
claims 35-40. 
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